Germany

passed.    Polish workmen migrated to the German industrial
towns and competed with German workmen.

In 1907 the Imperial Chancellor and Prussian Minister
President, Prince Bulow, introduced in the Prussian Parlia-
ment a proposal for the compulsory expropriation of Polish
land. This measure was designed to make the sale of land
compulsory and at a fixed price when such was desired for
a specific scheme of settlement. The Bill met with con-
siderable opposition from the Poles, the Centre Party and
also the Conservatives, who resented interference with land-
owners' rights. This opposition necessitated considerable
modifications. Forced sales were limited to a specified
number of acres and to a period of two years. The Upper
House also insisted that properties which had been in the
same hands for an unbroken period of ten years should not
be expropriated. The Bill in this modified form was passed
by both Houses in 1909.

2.    THE EMPEROR'S LETTER AND "THE TIMES"

ON March 6th, 1908, The Times published the fact that the
Emperor "William had addressed a letter in February to Lord
Tweedmouth, the First Lord of the Admiralty, in which he
suggested that it would be a good thing if the British Naval
Programme were reduced, and he gave reasons why German
naval expansion need cause no concern in Great Britain.
This announcement in The Times created a great stir both
in England and in Germany. In England it was believed
that this was an attempt to influence British policy, and con-
sequently it was very much resented as interference and an
impertinence. In Germany, where its indiscretion was im-
mediately recognised, it also caused uneasiness and led to
questions in the German Parliament where the task of defend-
ing the Emperor's letter fell upon the Chancellor, Prince
Bulow. The Emperor took the view that the letter had
been a private communication to a personal friend. This
was undoubtedly true, but as the friend in question happened
to be the First I/ord of the Admiralty and the contents of the
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